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UPJF IN ACTION 2006 

 
In 2006, the French Jewish Business Union – UPJF – has comforted its position as a leading 
French Jewish organization.  
It has succeeded to implement some of the most effective lobbying methods to the French 
political landscape. 
 
POLITICS 
 
French Presidential elections 2007 
 
In order to play an active role in the next presidential elections, UPJF has set up two 
programs:  

- Meetings with the potential candidates and finding some UPJF member that are ready 
to involve with them. 

- Calling UPJF members and friends to become member of a political party. 
 
Meeting with politicians 
 
UPJF meets with the UDF MP Pierre-Christophe Baguet 
On 1st of December, UPJF met with the UDF MP Pierre-Christophe-Baguet, who took 
strongly part in favor of Sarkozy. 
 
UPJF political diners: since November 2006 
The first edition took part with Franck Melloul, press advisor of Dominique de Villepin. 
The second one took place with Hervé Mariton, UMP MP, close to D. de Villepin. 
The next one in January will be with MP Patrick Ollier (and Defense minister Alliot-Marie 
husband). 
 
UPJF meets with Anne Hidalgo 
On 16th November UPJF met with Anne Hidalgo, first deputy of the Socialist mayor of Paris 
Bertrand Delanoé.  
 
UPJF meets with Nicole Guedj 
On 9th November, UPJF met with on of its founder, Nicole Guedj. 
 
UPJF meets with François Bayou 
On 27th September, UPJF president Claude Barouch, with Edward Amiach and Bernard 
Baroukh met with the UDF President François Bayrou. 
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A UPJF delegation invited at the National Assembly the day before an important 
discussion about Middle East 
On 6th September, an UPJF delegation chaired by Claude Barouch met with MP Claude 
Goasguen to evoke the situation in Middle East. 
 
More than 1000 persons answer to UPJF and Libi to support Israel 
 

 
De g à d : Claude Barouch, Claude Goasguen Jérémy Redler et Jacques-Yves Bobhot 

 
Une salle comble pour le meeting de solidarité avec Israël 
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Claude Barouch lors de son intervention - Au 1er rang : Jacques-Yves Bohbot, Conseiller de Paris, les 
députés Claude Goasguen et Eric Raoult, Armand Elbazis, membre du Bureau de l'UPJF 
 

    
Claude Goasguen          Eric Raoult 
                          
On 10th July, more than 1000 persons came to support Israel following UPJF and Libi call. 
 
 
UPJF President meets with the Chief of Staff of Nicolas Sarkozy 
On 13th June  UPJF President Claude Barouch and Hervé Giaoui met Claude Guéant, Nicolas 
Sarkozy’s chief of staff. 
 
UPJF meets with Philippe de Villiers 
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De g à d : Claude Barouch, Philippe de Villiers et Guy Rozanowicz  
Photo Alain Azria 
 

      
Photos Alain Azria 
                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 

 

 
De g à d : Jacques Memmi,  Michèle Barouch,  Marlène Lebrati, Philippe de Villiers, Claude Barouch et 
Victor Curiel 
 
On 8th June, around 150 persons attended the UPJD debate with the President of MPF 
Philippe de Villiers. 
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UPJF takes part to Yom Haatsmaout 
 

    
Rafaël Barak, Chargé d'affaires a.i d'Israël en  
France et Claude Barouch, Président de l'UPJF 

   

 
Raphi Masliah, Directeur de l'Office de tourisme israélien,  
Jean Kahn, Président du Consistoire Central  
et Séréna Zouaghi, Présidente de l'UPJF Marseille 

 
On 4th may, UPJF took part organized by the Israeli embassy in Paris to celebrate Yom 
Haatsmaout. 
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Great success for the mobilization Gala of UPJF 
 

 
Claude Barouch et Claude Guéant 
©Alain Azria 
 

 
Claude Guéant, Directeur de Cabinet du Ministre de l'Intérieur, qui reçoit le Prix de l'Homme politique 
de l'année pour Nicolas Sarkozy et Hervé Giaoui 
©Alain Azria 
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Claude Barouch et Hervé Giaoui qui accueillent Julien Dray 
©Alain Azria 

 

 
Jean Tibéri, Claude Goasguen et Eric Raoult 
©Alain Azria 

 

 
Séréna Zouaghi, Président de l'UPJF Marseille, Raphael Barak, Chargé d'affaires a.i prés l'ambassade 
d'Israël en France et Dina Sorek, Ministre-conseiller chargée de l'information 
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UPJF meets with Philippe de Villiers 
On 2nd of march, Claude Barouch met with the president of “MPF” Philippe de Villiers.  
 
Ilan Halimi’s murder : UPJF President meets with Chief of staff of the Interior minister 
 

 
Claude Guéant et Nicolas Sarkozy 
 
On 20th February, Claude Guéant, the chief of staff of Nicolas Sarkozy met with Claude 
Barouch and Hervé Giaoui about Ilan Halimi’s murder. 
 
 
UPJF president meets with the Interior Minister with a delegation of the French Jewry 
 

 
 
On 21st of February Claude Barouch took part to the delegation of the French Jewry who met 
with Nicolas Sarkozy after Ilan Halimi’s murder. 
 
 
UPJF meets with Françoise de Panafieu 
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De g à d : Joël Bettan, membre du Bureau de l'UPJF, François de Panafieu et Claude Barouch 
 
On 16th February, UPJF welcomed Françoise de Panafieu, Mp and mayor of the 17th arrdt of 
Paris. She will be the UMP candidate for the city of Paris during the 2008 elections. 
 
L’UPJF meets Anne Hidalgo 
 

 
De g à d : Meyer Fitoussi, Bernard Baroukh et Norbert Guetta,  membres du Bureau de l'UPJF, Anne 
Hidalgo et Claude Barouch  
Photo Alain Azria 
 

 
 
On 8th February, UPJF met with Anne Hidalgo, first deputy to the socialist Mayor of Paris 
Bertrand Delanoé. 
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More than 350 persons at the National Assembly for a conference about Hamas victory  
On 6th February 2006, more than 350 persons attended a conference by Frédéric Encel on 
Hamas victory co-sponsored by UPJF and Bnai Brith 
 

 
De g à d : Claude Barouch, Gilles-William Goldnadel, Frédéric Encel, Claude Goasguen, Marc Lumbroso 
et Dina Sorek  
Photo : Alain Azria 
 
Nicolas Sarkozy’s whishes of new year 
 

 
Nicolas Sarkozy, lors de la rencontre organisée par l'UPJF en novembre dernier 
 
On 12th January 2006, Claude Barouch and Hervé Giaoui attended to Nicolas Sarkozy’s 
whishes of new year ceremony. 
 
 
New year ceremony 
 
In January 2006 UPJF set up a new yearly ceremony at the beginning of the civil year. For its 
first edition, around 150 persons took part to this event, among them some member of the 
National Assembly and Israel ambassador in France. 
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From left to right : Bernard Debré, Paris MP, Pierre-Christan Taittinger, Paris 16th arrondissement 
Mayor, David Kornbluth, Israeli ambassador in France and Claude Fain, Deputy Mayor of  16th 
arrondissement 
 

  
 

  
Figure 1From left to right: UPJF Pdt Claude Barouch, Claude Fain, UPJF VP Bernard Hagège and 
François Celier, Pdt of the Christian friends of UPJF 
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UPJF Marseille 
 
UPJF meeting: 12th December 2006  
On 12th December, UPJF will organize the next event on the year. 
A conference about Iran with MP Claude Goasguen and Frédéric Encel 
 
UPJF Marseille takes part to the UMP summer university  
On 3rd of September, Séréna Zouaghi, UPJF Marseille president represented UPJF to the 
UMP summer university. 
 
Meeting of UPJF Marseille 
 

 
De g à d : Arie Avidor, Consul général d’Israël à Marseille et son épouse, Séréna Zouaghi et Claude 
Barouch 
 
On 2nd of July, UPJF organized its last meeting before the summer break, in presence of 
Claude Barouch and the Consul of Israel in Marseille. 
 
Meeting of UPJF Marseille 
 

 
Au centre, le Docteur Michel Bourgat, adjoint au maire de la ville de Marseille et Séréna Zouaghi, 
Présidente de l'UPJF Marseille 
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Une assistance nombreuse pour la soirée de l'UPJF Marseille 
 
On 10th of may UPJF Marseille organized a meeting with Michel Bourgat, deputy of the 
Marseille’s mayor. 
 
 
Success for the diner-debate of UPJF Marseille 
On 2nd of March, more than 200 persons attended the diner-debate of UPJF Marseille about 
the Hamas victory and its consequences in the region” 
 
UPJF Marseille participates to the “12 hours for Israel” in Marseille  
  

 
De g à d : Séréna Zouaghi, Présidente de l'UPJF Marseille, Arié Avidor, Consul d'Israël à Marseille et 
Bernard Guigui, Président du KKL Marseille Provence  
©Alain Azria 
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Les 12 heures en Israël  
©Alain Azria 

 
Meeting of UPJF Marseille 
On 6th February, UPJF Marseille welcomed  Solange Biagi, Deputy of Marseille’s mayor. 
 
 
Inter religious dialogue 
 
UPJF board and its President Claude Barouch have established a dialogue with some 
represent ants of the Muslim and Christian community.  
 
Second meeting with the kabylian community 
Claude Barouch was invited to speak to a meeting of the French kabylian community. 
 
UPJF takes part to a popular initiative promoting the values of the Republic 
On 20th September, UPJF took part to the launching of this initiative, in presence of 
intellectuals and professors from the 3 monotheist religions. 
 
Cardinal Lustiger meets Claude Barouch 
 

 
 
On 10th January 2006, Cardinal Lustiger met during 1 hour with UPJF President Claude 
Barouch. They talked about the possibilities to strenthen the Jewish Christian dialogue. 
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Press releases 
 
UPJF takes strong positions in every subject that can affect the French democracy, the Jewish 
community and Israel. 
 
UPJF press release following Segolène Royal’s trip to Middle East. 
UPJF express satisfaction that she took some clear point of view on Iran, Hezbollah, Hamas 
and the rights of Israel. 
 
UPJF press release following the racist and anti-Semitic aggression following the soccer 
match between Paris and Tel-Aviv 
UPJF congratulates the French policeman who saved the live o f the Jewish supporter. 
 
UPJF press release: France support to an anti Israel UN resolution 
UPJF reminds that the situation is much more complex that it appears. Then France should 
take some more balanced decision. 
 
Reaction of Claude Barouch following a John Le Carré article published in Le Monde 
 
UPJF in Le Figaro  
On 28th august, an article of the deputy director of UPJF is published in Le Figaro. 
 
UPJF press release following the scandalous declarations of Philippe Douste-Blazy 
UPJF is chocked by the declaration of Philippe Douste-Blazy when he met with its Iranian 
counterpart, when he said that Iran is a stabilization country for the region... 
 
UPJF press release: condemnation of the Israeli reaction in south Lebanon of the 
French foreign ministry 
UPJF condemns the reaction of Philippe Douste-Blazy.  
 
UPJF press release: Hezbollah’s aggression towards Israel 
UPJF express its solidarity with the Israeli government and the Israeli population following 
the Hezbollah’s attacks. 
 
UPJF press release following the UMP Secretary General declarations about Israel 
UPJF is surprised by such declaration as Israel is trying to release Guilad Shalit, who is also a 
French citizen. 
 
UPJF press release following condemnation of Israel for the operation in Gaza 
UPJF notes that Medias and other opinion makers only see one part of the problem. 
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UPJF press release following the seashore blow up in Gaza 
UPJF does not agree with the violence of the reactions against Israel following the Gaza blow 
up which killed 9 Palestinians. 
 
UPJF President writes to Minister of Foreign Affairs 
On 9th June, Claude Barouch writes a letter to Philippe Douste-Blazy following a pro 
Palestinian conference sponsored by the French foreign ministry. 
 
Tribu KA : UPJF warns Interior and Justice Ministers 
Following the anti-Semitic intimidations by the black group “Tribu Ka” UPJF warns the 
Justice and Interior ministers. 
 
Open letter to MP Eric Raoult 
Following its participation to the congress of the French Islamic organizations. 
 
UPJF press release following Phlippe Douste-Blazy condemnation of the Israeli 
operation in Gaza 
UPJF considers that Philippe Doust-Blazy’s reaction does not go in the way of dialogue. 
 
UPJF press release following the exclusion of Philippe de Villiers of the demonstration 
in memory of Ilan Halimi 
UPJF takes a strong position against this exclusion. 
 
UPJF press release calling to the demonstration in memory of Ilan Halimi 
 
UPJF press release : UPJF chocked by France and Russia attitude towards Hamas  
UPJF is shocked by the Russian invitation by Russia and by its support from France. 
 
UPJF press release following Hamas victory of the Palestinian elections 
UPJF calls the leaders of all democracies to condemn this terrorist movement and to stop 
support to the Palestinian authority. 
 
 
Other events 
 
UPJF and Jack Rosen take part to the Libi Gala, for Tsahal 
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De g à d : le président délégué de l'UPJF Edward Amiach, le Président de l'UPJF Claude Barouch et son 
épouse, le Président de l'American Jewish Congress Jack Rosen et son épouse  
Photo : Alain Azria 
 

 
Au centre : la Présidente du Libi France, Gladys Tibi 
Photo : Alain Azria 
 
On 25th November, UPJF took part to the Libi Gala, in honor of Tsahal, in presence of Jack 
Rosen. 
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UPJF takes part to the Brussels demonstration in favor of the kidnapped Israeli soldiers 
 
 

 
A droite : Bernard Baroukh, membre du Bureau de l'UPJF 
 
 

 
Appel à la libération des soldats israéliens, au coeur des Institutions européennes 
 

 
Bernard Baroukh et Armand Elbazis, membres du Bureau de l'UPJF 

 
UPJF was represented by an important delegation 
 
UPJF welcome Matthew Bronfman, chairman of the Israel discount Bank 
On 13th November around 200 persons attended an UPJF gala in presence of Matthew 
Bronfman. 
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De g à d : Giora Offer, Pdg de la Israel Discount Bank, Shlomo Zohar, Pdt du Conseil, Claude Barouch, 
Pdt de l’UPJF, Matthew Bronfman et Hervé Giaoui 
 

 
Edward Amiach,  membre du Bureau de l'UPJF, lors de l'ouverture de la soirée 
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Prés de 200 personnes ont participé à la soirée de l'UPJF 
 
 
UPJF meets with the new Israel ambassador to France 
  

 
De g à d : Gladys Tibi, Georgia Allouche, Marc Lumbroso, Claude Barouch, Daniel Shek, Richard 
Portugais, Yves Boutboul et Victor Curiel 
 
On 3rd of November a delegation of UPJF met with Daniel Shek, the new Israel ambassador 
to France. 
 
UPJF meets with MK Yoel Hasson 
On 1st of September, Edward Amiach delegate president of UPJF and Stéphane Friedfeld, the 
deputy director of UPJF met with the MK Yoel Hasson, member of Kadima. 
 
UPJF takes part to the solidarity trip to Israel 
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De g à d : La Présidente de l'UPJF Marseille Séréna Zouaghi, Le Rabbin Mimoun, William Labi du 
Bureau de l'UPJF Marseille, Eli Shaï, Vice Premier ministre d'Israël,  Jacques Cohen, et Jonathan Labi, 
membres du Bureau de l’UPJF Marseille et Alex Cherki, ancien président de l'AUJF - Marseille 
 
On 24th and 25th July, UPJF took part to the solidarity trip to Israel organized by the French 
Jewry. 
 
 
UPJF takes part to the 25th anniversary of Radio J 
On 12th June, UPJF board members took part to the 25th anniversary of the Jewish radio 
“Radio J”. 
 

 
De g à d : Le, Nicole Guedj, Michèle Barouch, Claude Barouch 
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UPJF IN ACTION 2005 /2006 

 
During 2005, the French Jewish Business Union – UPJF – has comforted its position as a leading 
French Jewish organization.  
It has succeeded to implement some of the most effective lobbying methods to the French 
political landscape. 
Moreover, UPJF has set up other activities in order to strengthen the links between its members.  
 
POLITICS 
 
French Presidential elections 2007 
 
In order to play an active role in the next presidential elections, UPJF has set up two 
programs:  

- Meetings with the potential candidates and finding some UPJF member that are ready 
to involve with them. 

- Calling UPJF members and friends to become member of a political party. 
 
Meeting with potential candidates 
 
September 2005: UPJF met with Bernard Kouchner 
 

 
Bernard Kouchner and the UPJF President Claude Barouch 
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Bernard Kouchner is one of the most popular French politician. He will probably announce 
that he will run for the Presidential elections before the summer. 
One of the UPJF board members is ready to assist him for this election. Due to a lack of 
means, no concrete action has been taken until today. 
 
November 2005: UPJF met with Nicolas Sarkozy 
 

 
From left to right : UPJF Chairman Hervé Giaoui, UPJF Pdt Claude Baouch  and Interior Minister 
Nicolas Sarkozy 
 

      
 
This one hour breakfast with the Interior Minister and UMP President Nicolas Sarkozy was an 
opportunity for some of our members to meet directly with the potential UMP candidate for 
the Presidential elections. It was the first step of day to day relations with some of his closest 
advisors. 
 
Involving UPJF members and friends into politics 
 
Since the beginning of its political activities, UPJF is calling its members to involve into 
politics.  
In December 2005, 200 UPJF members and friends became member of UMP, Nicolas’ 
Sarkozy party. Among them, about 100 are Paris resident and will be able to participate to the 
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February 2006 primary election in UMP that will designate the UMP candidate for the City of 
Paris elections in 2008. 
Other actions will be taken during 2006 in order to make people become member of other 
political parties. 
 
Paris City Hall elections – 2008 
 
As mentioned above, UMP will organize primaries elections to designate its candidate in front 
of the current socialist mayor Bertrand Delanoé. 
UPJF met (or will meet with all of the UMP candidates and the Socialist party). 
 
June 2005: UPJF met with Claude Goasguen, Paris MP, and candidate for the UMP 
designation 
 

 
From left to right: UPJF VP Richard Portugais, UPJF Pdt Claude Barouch, Claude Goasguen, Bnai Brith 
Pdt Marc Lumbroso 
 
September 2005: UPJF met with Pierre Lellouche, Paris MP, and candidate for the 
UMP designation 
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From left to right : UPJF VP’s Richard Portugais and Bernard Hagège, UPJF Pdt Claude Barouch, MP 
Pierre Lellouche, Bnai Brith Pdt Marc Lumbroso 
 
New year ceremony 
 
In January 2006 UPJF set up a new yearly ceremony at the beginning of the civil year. For its 
first edition, around 150 persons took part to this event, among them some member of the 
National Assembly and Israel ambassador in France. 
 

 
From left to right : Bernard Debré, Paris MP, Pierre-Christan Taittinger, Paris 16th arrondissement 
Mayor, David Kornbluth, Israeli ambassador in France and Claude Fain, Deputy Mayor of  16th 
arrondissement 
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Figure 1From left to right: UPJF Pdt Claude Barouch, Claude Fain, UPJF VP Bernard Hagège and 
François Celier, Pdt of the Christian friends of UPJF 
 
Inter religious dialogue 
 
The UPJF board and its President Claude Barouch have established a dialogue with some 
represent ants of the Muslim and Christian community. Beginning of January, Claude 
Barouch met with Cardinal Lustiger in order to set up local programs to develop the dialogue 
between the Christians and Jews. 
 
Press releases 
 
UPJF takes strong positions in every subject that can affect the French democracy, the Jewish 
community an Israel: riots in November 2005, Iran’s leader racist positions or Hamas victory 
in the PA elections. 
 
Business 
 
UPJF is also active in business relations, with two main objectives:  

- Strengthening the business relations between its members, who are deeply involved in the 
French economy. 

-  Strengthening the relations between French and Israeli SME’s 
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Strengthening the business relations between its members, who are deeply involved in the 
French economy 
 

                
 

 

 
 

For this purpose, UPJF set up a new program 5 months ago : “The UPJF business meetings” 
Every month, around 15 members attend to a business breakfast with a guest speaker. They are 
also able to introduce their business and create their own network. 
 
Strengthening the relations between French and Israeli SME’s 
 
UPJF uses its networks in order to develop and strengthen the relations with Israeli companies. 
It took actively to the first Tel-Aviv franchise fair in September 2005 and will collaborate to the 
next fair. Two contracts with Israeli companies have been signed thanks to the UPJF action. 
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UPJF President Claude Barouch and Avi Pazner, Tel-Aviv franchise fair 2005 
 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL 
 

• In March 2005, UPJF VP represented our organisation in Moscow for the signature of the 
collaboration agreement between the American Jewish Congress and the Russian 
federation of Jewish communities. 

 
• In May 2005, UPJF send Patrick Balkany, Mayor of Levallois-Perret and close friend of 

Nicolas Sarkozy, to the Jerusalem Mayor Conference. 
 

 
Patrick Balkany and Moshe Katsav 
 
 

• In September 2005, UPJF was represented in London for a Conference of the organization 
“Justice for the Jews from Arab countries” 
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UPJF Vice President Yves Boutboul and Joël Bettan, member of the UPJF board 
 

• In September 2005, UPJF Vice President Bernard Hagège represented UPJF in New York 
for the meeting with the Pakistan President. 

 

 
Bernard Hagège and Pervez Musharaff 
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Events to come during the first semester 2006 
 
6th February 2006 – National Assembly 
UPJF will organize an exceptional conference in the French Parliament about « The victory of 
Hamas and its consequences », by Alexandre Adler and Frédéric Encel. A large number of 
MP’s are expected to this event. 
 
8th February 2006 
Paris city hall elections : UPJF will welcome Anne Hidalgo, Socialist deputy mayor of Paris – 
principal advisor of Bertrand Delanoé. 
 
16th February 2006 
Paris city hall elections : UPJF will welcome Françoise de Panafieu, 17th arrondissement mayor 
and candidate to the UMP primaries for the city elections. 
 
22nd February 2006 
Paris city hall elections : UPJF will welcome Jean Tibéri, 5th arrondissement mayor and 
candidate to the UMP primaries for the city elections. 
 
22nd February 2006 
“The UPJF business meetings” : Breakfast with a lawyer about new French fiscal law. 
 
End of February 
Private lunch with Interior Minister and UMP President Nicolas Sarkozy 
 
May 2006 
Jerusalem conference of Mayors 
UPJF is actively working in order to send French first rang mayors to Jerusalem 
 
2006/2007 
UPJW will continue its political activism for candidates and politicians who will take strong 
commitment in favour of the Jewish community and Israel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


